THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

the country. Meraman Khawas marched against them,
supported by Raghunathji, eldest son of the late Dewan
Amarji of Junagadh, who came from Chorwad, where he
was in retirement, on receiving a call for help from
Meraman. Jaswantsinhji Jhala of Dhrangadhra (which
place was now the undisputed capital of the Jhalas)
brought an army also to the help of Meraman, and in the
very short time of one week the Sardhar district of Rajkot
had become a waste. It happened that Wakhatsinhji
Gohel of Bhavnagar was just then at Jasdan, where he
had been chastising the Kathis, and was contemplating
an attack on the Kathi stronghold of Jetpur; while
marching against him was Nawab Hained Khan of Juna-
gadh with an army to help the Kathis. Much fighting
was imminent between the two, when Meraman Khawas,
fearing for his recently conquered Kathi districts, came
forward with an offer to mediate between the two, and
spent twenty days inducing the would-be combatants to
return to their respective capitals. Scarcely had this
danger been removed, however, when Nawanagar was
threatened by an attack from Kachh, where the Jadeja
confederacy had applied for aid. Fateh Mahomed, Dewan
of Rao Rayadhanji of Kachh, crossed the Rann at the
head of a large army, with which he hoped to avenge the
injuries suffered at the hands of Nawanagar in the past.
The memory of the loss of Balambha was still fresh, and
besides great riches were expected from the plunder of
Halar.

Meraman detached his brother, Bhawan Khawas, to
meet the new danger, and a portion of the Nawanagar
army marched Northwards under him to resist the landing.
Bhawan Khawas encamped at Khakhrabela village, await-
ing an opportunity to attack. But he was disappointed,
for Fateh Mahomed skilfully marched round his flank and
encamped on the plain of Pardhari. Here a fight took
place on ground advantageous to the invaders, who had
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